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The Honorable David Johanson
Chairman

U.S. International Trade Commission
500 E Street, SW

Washington, DC 20436

Dear Chairman Johanson:

We are writing today to request that the U.S. International Trade Commission (USITC) conduct
an investigation of the potential economic effects on U.S. fishermen of competition with illegal,
unreported, and unregulated (IUU) seafood imports. [UU seafood includes products obtained in
contravention of fisheries management regulations or in violation of labor laws. Trade in IUU
seafood products includes not only IUU catch that is sent directly to end markets, but also TUU
raw material inputs that are further processed into aquaculture feed or seafood products for
human consumption.

Up to 31 percent of the global catch of fish reportedly comes from IUU fishing, at an estimated
value of more than $23 billion per year. IUU fishing contributes to the overexploitation of fish
stocks, threatens the livelihoods of coastal communities, jeopardizes food security, and harms
marine ecosystems. [UU fishing also creates unfair competition for U.S. fishermen as imports
account for 90 percent of U.S. seafood consumption. China plays an enormous role in the global
production and trade of seafood and is the largest seafood trade partner of the United States.
China also has been ranked as worst among 152 coastal countries based on the prevalence of
IUU fishing and the country’s response to it.

To better understand the size, scope, supply chains, pricing pressures, and potential economic
effects of this problem, we request that the USITC conduct an investigation, and prepare a report,
pursuant to section 332(g) of the Tariff Act of 1930. Based on available information, we request
that the Commission’s report provide, to the extent practicable:

e A review of the existing data and literature on the prevalence of IUU products in the U.S.
import market, and an overview of international mechanisms for monitoring and
enforcement to address IUU fishing;

e A description of the size and structure of the U.S. commercial fishing industry;

e A description of major global producers of IUU products, including but not limited to
China, and country practices related to IUU production and exports.

e An analysis of the extent to which IUU product is imported into the United States, as well



as major U.S. import sources and global supply chains of such products; and
e A quantitative analysis of the economic impact of [IUU imports on U.S. commercial
fishermen and U.S. commercial fishing production, trade, and prices.

We request that the Commission deliver the report by 12 months from the date of this letter. As
we intend to make the report available to the public, we request that confidential business
information not be included in the report. Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

o0 Bl

Earl Blumenauer
Chairman Chairman, Trade Subcommittee




