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January 16, 2014

The Honorable Dave Camp

Chairman

Committee on Ways and Means
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Camp,

SANDER M. LEVIN, MICHIGAN, RANKING MEMBER
CHARLES B. RANGEL, NEW YORK

JIM MCDERMOTT, WASHINGTON
JOHN LEWIS, GEORGIA

RICHARD E. NEAL, MASSACHUSETTS
XAVIER BECERRA, CALIFORNIA

LLOYD DOGGETT, TEXAS

MIKE THOMPSON, CALIFORNIA

JOHN B. LARSON, CONNECTICUT
EARL BLUMENAUER, OREGON

RON KIND, WISCONSIN

BILL PASCRELL, JR., NEW JERSEY
JOSEPH CROWLEY, NEW YORK
ALLYSON SCHWARTZ, PENNSYLVANIA
DANNY K. DAVIS, ILLINOIS

LINDA SANCHEZ, CALIFORNIA

JANICE MAYS,
MINORITY CHIEF COUNSEL

We begin this year with a renewed call to work with us on a bipartisan basis to
craft legislation that would create American jobs and improve our economy. We
write today to respectfully request that you hold a series of hearings to explore new
funding options for the Federal Highway Trust Fund program. This program
provides a federal source of funding for the nation’s infrastructure (e.g., roads,
highways, bridges, and mass transit projects) and supports millions of American

jobs.

As you know, our transportation infrastructure system is in dire straits. The
American Society of Civil Engineers gave it a D+ in its 2013 report card,
emphasizing that the cost of our failing transportation system could result in the
loss of 876,000 jobs by 2020. Indeed, our nation’s failure to repair its
infrastructure costs our economy billions of dollars in lost commerce annually,
further hindering America’s competitiveness.

The spending authority for Federal Highway Trust Fund program expires on
September 30, 2014. At that time, we will face the prospect of a dramatic
reduction in transportation resources because the nearly $21.2 billion that was
invested in the highway program through MAP-21 will have been expended. Our
transportation programs may begin to notice the drop in funding this summer,
when the Highway Trust Fund’s available cash on hand is likely to fall below

$4 billion, which is the minimum amount necessary to maintain a sufficient
balance to meet week-to-week obligations. Below this amount, reimbursements to



delayed, construction projects will be curtailed, and jobs will be lost throughout the
economy.

We have fewer than nine months to find a funding solution for our infrastructure
system. Thus, time is of the essence. The Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee already has begun its hearings on reauthorization, and Chairman
Shuster has promised a bill on the House floor before August.

In light of the above, we respectfully request that you work with us to schedule
hearings on transportation finance in the near future. We look forward to your
response.

Sincerely,

Rep. Earl Blumefiauer
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