
 

 

January 17, 2014 
 
 
The Honorable John Boehner 
Speaker 
U.S. House of Representatives   
H-232, U.S. Capitol 
Washington, DC 20515                                     
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Democratic Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives  
H-204, U.S. Capitol  
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Harry Reid 
Majority Leader 
U.S. Senate  
522 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510  
 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Minority Leader 
U.S. Senate 
317 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510

 
Dear Congressional Leaders,  
 
On December 28, the unemployment insurance extension expired, causing 1.3 million Americans 
to face the new year jobless and without unemployment benefits. As Mayors, we feel the 
tremendous impact of this expiration as our constituents do not get the help they need.  
 
Congress recently passed a budget agreement that restored the sequestration cuts and took steps 
toward economic stability. America is getting stronger and the economy is growing. Still, the 
new year did not immediately create new jobs or strengthen the economy in any way that 
guarantees employment for all Americans searching for work.  
 
For some families, the expiration of the unemployment insurance extension means they will not 
be able to pay their utility bills, will not be able to buy groceries, or will not have a place to live. 
And the number of Americans in this tough spot is going to grow by 1.9 million by June if 
Congress does not take action now.   
 
 
Long-term unemployment remains a pressing issue for our cities and the nation. The current job 
deficit has kept long-term unemployment near historic levels. Recent studies show that there are 
nearly 3 unemployed workers for every available job.  
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As Mayors, our priority is to promote job creation and facilitate a direct pipeline to economic 
opportunities and business growth for our residents. Extending unemployment insurance is the 
right thing to do for our fellow Americans, and it will benefit our local, regional and national 
economies. 
 
We respectfully urge Congress to extend federal unemployment insurance. Now is the time to 
take action on this critical issue facing the American people.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
ERIC GARCETTI     EDWIN M. LEE 
Mayor | Los Angeles, California   Mayor | San Francisco, California 
 
 
 
 
 
GREG STANTON     FRANCIS SLAY 
Mayor | Phoenix, Arizona    Mayor | St. Louis, Missouri 
 
 
 
 
 
MICHAEL B. COLEMAN    JONATHAN ROTHSCHILD 
Mayor | Columbus, Ohio    Mayor | Tucson, Arizona 
 
 
 
 
 
TODD GLORIA     KASIM REED 
Mayor | San Diego, California   Mayor | Atlanta, Georgia 
 
 
 
 
 
MICHAEL NUTTER     KEVIN JOHNSON 
Mayor | Philadelphia, Pennsylvania   Mayor | Sacramento, California 
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CHUCK REED     STEPHANIE RAWLINGS-BLAKE 
Mayor | San Jose, California    Mayor | Baltimore, Maryland 
 
 
 
 
 
CHARLIE HALES 
Mayor | Portland, Oregon 


